
In my opinion, the word “scientist” means … being honest.

My biggest motivation is … understanding nature.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been … the discovery of DNA.

The greatest scientific advance in the next decade will be … chemical storage of solar energy.

The biggest problem that scientists face is … whether life can be reduced to physicochemical processes.

My favorite pieces of research are … the discovery of the Ziegler catalyst and of ferrocene.

The most important thing I learned from my parents is … to appreciate hard work, freedom, and
tolerance.

My secret/not-so-secret passion is … history.

My worst nightmare is … dealing with lazy students.

The most exciting thing about my research is … when my co-workers discover things that I did not
expect.

When I�m frustrated I … go home.

My favorite author (fiction) is … Thomas Mann.

My top three films of all time are … “Rashomon” (Akira Kurosawa), “Casablanca” (Michael Curtiz),
“Das Boot” (Wolfgang Petersen).
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